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ENDANGERED BIRD HAS QUITE A FOLLOWING

DRIVING SOUTH OMN HIGHWAY 565A WITH A CUP OF HO

oftes, | wabch vulilres sosr 10 the pales mam
N7 SEY. Snuchk anc Cathy Brown have invibes

g the Flordda Sorib ey Tl in
Clarmont o meet the volunteers dubbed the

My curosiyy aboidt the Tiailblazsais is
momenitarity disrupted as
amp of valtare ofeakiast I the middls of the

j b foe are more crealule caugkt
| N POOOTeES Ano fas Ingry Siorma J3 ] I
ook oul over the pastute ftom whete he must
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My whesls spit rod clay as 1 oom sastonts a dir road
and L‘]ﬂ'-."l'.‘ﬁﬁﬁllhl:’.'lu:':l_'ul‘:ﬂ 0 CEECH Cobtsgn Lhak was
buil for tha 1988 Warner Brathers movie, “Rosewood”
land aftarwaics porchased by tha Browns). In a pon
neross the way, the Brewrs' pot danksys beay hallo = or
an alort not sum whicks as | et ke ity ol ol Sikmib ol
imto thu ooty morming. | smell more kot oofjee,

A dedicated group

Oneo oul af the car, | weave thiough a Wbyainth of
gardon art and pols of lantana, besutyberry, butterdhy
weedl ant pentas to amrive at the staps of the cottags
Teni Tradiblazers groot me with cheerful “Momings®
as they kaltar anotind the ood and colfes lablo. Guitar
mgic [roim an fetpamental CD pllys-in the bhack:-
ground. Cnoe eeryone s gathered, theto's & bl
uplate on the previons month's ews

A ULE. Fish and Wikdlile grant toward tho purchass
af 1200 plants is grested by chesrs, as is 8 Molean
Contributtonship grant loward the bullding of a
whabditotion aviary Gratitude s expressed for tho
continuing support of the National Wikdlife Habitat
Stavard program and for 360 scrub caks givan by a
privasedonor, Sadness (s shared over the announceament,
ol hobitat |loes near a recently buill wator realment
plant. Without apparent ony, the treatmenl plant’s
chfTd Wit namiod " ecrub Jay Lane”

Thams ot the Gandhill ecosysieEms thai ae
pariect sciib j&y habitat are also porfect for human
devalopmeant: low-growing oak scrubowith opon sandy
patches &nd scrubby pine fatvwoods, And you can
firel it on the Lake Walces Ridgoe, o high dey sand dune
runnisg ght down the backbono of Contral Fiodda that
wis oncs the baach front fof both the Atlantic Cosan

&l Warle,

Tlilis yobuees gree

bty the fousth Bakunday
ul tbe momth 1% cewsnoe &
patch ol habilas for the

b Floaiis Sor el
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and tha Gull of Mexics, Human ntervantion & both the
hindrance and the hope for testoration and consareation of
thesse [iagile sooaystems

Reatoration, however, 18 not aimple. The Trailblazens
are romoving all ponnative, unnecessary  vegetation
and mitroducing native somub planl  matlonal o6l
approcimnately 200 plante par acre. Each pant must ha
watored dally for a yesar, then afterwarnds ondy o tims
aof drogght It all =sema o bit daunting, but thanbdully
this maming’s lst af chores anby melildes weedmng
and checking the drip beess an foedy plasted sand
ltane s

Birth of the trall

The Scmb Jay Tl began in 1599 when the Browna dis-
covered a breeding pair an their proporty. The current
famnily of three iz only onee removed fom the orginal,
Howsaver, the commundty of humans in the area has grown
IS ra by

Indtially, B0 South Laks and Bast Ridge High School
studsnts, through the Florida Ssrvice Leaming progoam,
veorked wesakly clearing the trafl, planting native plants and
studying tho Scrab Jay and plant life of native Flonda

Btewan Soots rostorod w full nore of insd for his Esgla
Bocul progest bast yedr with the help of Caiby Brown,
roeovenar of B A, Broves's Gandens, wwhers the tmil siare
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H'.;._II‘: aohood IL'.Hl:I:"u traclies mtudeniie
buik an information Hiosk Oled with
interpretive graphics created by the art
sucdents

This pas: spring, Steven Scott, Sagls
Spout candidete, restored one full acre
with help fom Thoop wB6, family and
Trailblasers. The hope is that someday, with
the coopoaton of landownoss oounties,
munempalities, devaloperaand homeownars,
hasbitast will eventundly ba created in comidoes
and pochots thioughout Lake County with
this ofiginal 12-acre project as trailkhead

The Trallblagers

Elrucsy Broswn paalls upy U0 Uhe start of the tail
an 4 nolsy lawn Tactar to check for lsaks in
thve drip irrigacion systemn. Threa Trailblazers
= Bill and Jowoe and hes Br-year-ald motner,
Toss — walk bahind, Why ase they out early
an a Saurday morming?

Joyroe quickly talis of thedr enchantmant
with a tiny, flendly bird found only in
Florida, and a stong deslie 10 leiwe & lasting
anvireamental legacy. She ovan loases abotl
Bill's tengdoney (o inaiat that visiting frisnds
travel with them aound Cental Florida o
Ly and gpot the Scrub Jay

L 5 geiting warmer on the sandy ail
as the sun rises past the chapman, myrtis,
inopina and esnd live caks. Cars mush past
on the highway and & small planc Mes
cvatbhead. Bruce drives by again with watat
bottles and more rakes, He stops at a laige
pile of brush. takes [t up and moves on. Tho
two poople respongille for thibs lango pllo of
dircaidod invasivo plane wo o thel 0=
What beings tham out when, | assime, mosl
al thoir poors aro still saleop?

Cornl nedl Jobis are a8 rission W bng
o Christinn pession to consermation. They
are direct about ther love for God and want
o serve by panding the aarth's creatures

John has been volunteering (or about
si¥ months and was diawn because of b
lowe for all birds in the Corvidas famdy, o
canids, a8 they ang mofe Commonly Known.
The Florida Sciub Jay is in the seme Latin
family grouping as ctows, tavens. blue
jays ond nuicrachars, among otvers. Their

Bty iR iy of [ mlirids planbsd daring
risiteritsn of the trad ased

intedigonen is supetiol beosuss they
Hve snd work in cooporatve broocls

ot unlike this moming’s Traidbénazes,
motes John

It's mte pnd | have o eove o toke
cire of my own young ones. As | walk
i miy car past tho “Caulion Gopher
Torwoise" =kome and the newly plantsd
sorub, | ook for the Scrub jay wheme ha
usundy parches, gquanding his fnmily of
brively and sumans. I'm not ek enough
i sae nim this mosmang, but | do catch
the aye of Cathy Brown. Her smile can
be sean from below her hat and above
the brush and her bright eves say, "You
are ahways welcome herel”

Currentdy the Flotda Scub Jay
Trall In Clammont s cper. to the public
on Saturday and Sunday om 8 am. o
b pom. and by appoimment for groups
Call (362} £29.5668 for ioformation. B
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